A Brief Timeline for Bowthorpe
● Neolithic Period: Evidence has been found of human activity in Bowthorpe from as far back as 9500 BC!

● The Romans (43 – 425 AD): Roman coins have been found and a Roman road went from Norwich to  

     Bawburgh.

● 700 – 800: Saxon coins and a brooch have been discovered as well as evidence of Saxon houses. The heritage 
    trail will take you near this spot.

● c. 965 – 1016: The life of local Saint Walstan. He is the Saint of farm workers,  farmers and farm animals and 
    ‘St Walstan’s well’ can be found near Bawburgh church.

● 1086: The first written record for Bowthorpe appears in the Domesday Book, written by the Normans. The 
    settlement is called ‘Boethorp’ and lists only 14 residents!

● 1304: The earliest surviving written record for Bowthorpe church. The church is dedicated to St Michael and  
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● Early 1400s: Major rebuilding work means the church

     becomes much larger and looks like this: 

● It is the ruin of this larger church that you can find in Bowthorpe today.
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● Early 1700s: Despite major repairs in the 1600s, the church is now turned over 
    for industrial use as a corn dryer,  with a brick-lined oven being installed in the tower.

● Early 1900s: The ruins of the church are used to house pigs!

● 1974: Norwich City Council begins the development of Bowthorpe as a major new

     residential and industrial estate on the western edge of the City.

● 1986: The Bowthorpe Church Centre, next to the ruin of St Michael’s, was dedicated   and opened on 27th 
    September.

● 2008 – 9: The Bowthorpe Ruin Trust receives a grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund to help more people 
    learn about the ruin and the history of Bowthorpe.

