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Welcome and notices 

Call to worship 

When you heard about Christ, you were 

taught, with regard to your former way of life, 

to put off your old self, which is being 

corrupted by its deceitful desires; to be made 

new in the attitude of your minds; and to put 

on the new self, created to be like God in true 

righteousness and holiness (Ephesians 4: 21-

24). 

Opening prayer 

Creator of the universe, you made the world 
in beauty, and restore all things in glory 
through the victory of Jesus Christ. We pray 
that, wherever your image is still disfigured by 
poverty, sickness, selfishness, war and greed, 
the new creation in Jesus Christ may appear 
in justice, love, and peace, to the glory of your 
name. Amen. 

Confession 

This was John Wesley’s prayer when he 

sought forgiveness for his sins:  

Lord Jesus, you were called the friend of 

sinners; be my friend, for I acknowledge that I 

have sinned. Forgive the wrong that I have 

done and the right that I have failed to do; my 

secret and my more open sins; my sins of 

ignorance and my deliberate sins; sins to 

please myself and sins to please others; the 

sins which I remember, and the sins which I 

have forgotten; forgive all these, for it was for 

me also that you died, my Lord and Saviour. 

Amen. 

Let us confess our sins by saying together: 

Lord our God, in our sin we have avoided 

your call. Our love for you is like a morning 

cloud, like the dew that goes early away. 

Have mercy on us; deliver us from 

judgement; bind up our wounds and revive 

us; in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

God is slow to anger and full of compassion. 

He forgives all who humbly repent and trust 

in his Son as Lord and Saviour. There is 

therefore no condemnation now for those 

who are in Christ Jesus. Amen.  

Song: I know that my Redeemer lives 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SkLuZxq

PPzE  

I know that my Redeemer lives. 
What comfort this sweet sentence gives! 
He lives, he lives, who once was dead. 
He lives, my ever-living Head. 
 
He lives to bless me with his love. 
He lives to plead for me above. 
He lives my hungry soul to feed. 
He lives to bless in time of need. 
 
He lives to grant me rich supply. 
He lives to guide me with his eye. 
He lives to comfort me when faint. 
He lives to hear my soul’s complaint. 
 
He lives to silence all my fears. 
He lives to wipe away my tears. 
He lives to calm my troubled heart. 
He lives all blessings to impart. 
 
He lives, my kind, wise heavenly Friend. 
He lives and loves me to the end. 
He lives, and while he lives, I’ll sing. 
He lives, my Prophet, Priest, and King. 
 
He lives and grants me daily breath. 
He lives, and I shall conquer death. 
He lives my mansion to prepare. 
He lives to bring me safely there. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SkLuZxqPPzE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SkLuZxqPPzE
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He lives! All glory to his name! 
He lives, my Saviour, still the same. 
Oh, sweet the joy this sentence gives: 
‘I know that my Redeemer lives!’ 
 
He lives! All glory to his name! 
He lives, my Saviour, still the same. 
Oh, sweet the joy this sentence gives: 
‘I know that my Redeemer lives!’ 
 

Reading: 1 Corinthians 15: 50-58 (NIV) 

I declare to you, brothers and sisters, that 

flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of 

God, nor does the perishable inherit the 

imperishable. Listen, I tell you a mystery: we 

will not all sleep, but we will all be changed –  

in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the 

last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the 

dead will be raised imperishable, and we will 

be changed.  For the perishable must clothe 

itself with the imperishable and the mortal 

with immortality. When the perishable has 

been clothed with the imperishable, and the 

mortal with immortality, then the saying that 

is written will come true: “Death has been 

swallowed up in victory. 

The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin 

is the law. But thanks be to God! He gives us 

the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, 

stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give 

yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, 

because you know that your labour in the 

Lord is not in vain. 

This is the word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God. 

Offertory prayer 

Help us to be generous givers, dear Lord, 

both of our money and our lives, that we 

might make a difference in this place. We ask 

this through your Son, our Saviour Jesus 

Christ who gave all that He was that we 

might know life in all its fullness. Amen. 

REFLECTION: RESURRECTION GOSPEL (4): We 

will all be changed. Rev, Mark Elvin 

 

INTRODUCTION 
Well, we come to the end of our series 

looking at this great chapter on resurrection 

in Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians. The 

chapter begins with Paul affirming the 

message of Christ died, buried and risen. It is 

of first importance says Paul. In this chapter 

he confirms Jesus’ resurrection appearances. 

He also assures us of our resurrection and 

tells us something of the nature of our 

resurrection body. The chapter concludes 

with the final nine verses which are our text 

this morning.  

This morning we find in this passage a 

declaration, a revelation, a celebration and an 

exhortation. 

A DECLARATION (V50) 
“I declare to you, brothers, that flesh and 

blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God.” 

What does Paul mean by flesh and blood 

here? When Paul uses this term `flesh and 

blood’ he usually means that which is wrong 

in the world, that which is in rebellion against 

God, that which is perishing. What Paul 

means here by `flesh and blood’ is that which 

will decay and die, but God intends to 

recreate a world in which death and decay are 
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not accommodated but defeated. That’s the 

whole point of this passage.  

In the New Testament there is a sense in 

which God’s kingdom is both present and 

future, now and not yet. The kingdom was 

inaugurated when Jesus came and we have 

inherited it, but not in all its fulness of power 

and glory. We live between kingdom come 

and kingdom coming. We who are part of the 

life of God’s kingdom can say that we have 

been saved, but that is only partly true. Our 

souls have been saved but our bodies have 

not. If you want Biblical references for this, 

think of Ephesians 1:7 which says `In him 

[Christ] we have redemption through his 

blood’ but in Romans 8:23 we read, `we wait 

eagerly for our adoption as sons, the 

redemption of our bodies.’ We will die 

physically but live spiritually until we receive 

our resurrection bodies. 

A REVELATION (v51) 
Secondly we have a revelation. `Listen, I tell 

you a mystery’ (v51). Mystery here doesn’t 

mean something mysterious or something 

that cannot be known. Mystery in Scripture 

means something that can be known but only 

by revelation. It means something once 

unknown but which is now disclosed. So what 

is this mystery that Paul wants to share with 

the Corinthians and with us? It is that the 

radical transformation that must take place, if 

we are to receive the kingdom of God, will 

take place on the day of resurrection. And this 

resurrection will take place both for the living 

and for the dead. There will be no advantage 

to either those alive or those who have died. 

All will be raised, transformed.  

When will this take place? At the sound of the 

last trumpet. When Her Majesty the Queen is 

announced trumpets sound her arrival. Well 

this is the final trumpet which announces the 

arrival of the Lord of the universe, and at that 

moment we will all be changed, in the 

twinkling of an eye. How long does it take you 

to blink? That’s how quickly we will be 

changed, in a moment. How many of you 

have ever wondered why it takes so long to 

grow in the Christian faith, so long to become 

like Jesus? Well, at the last trumpet which 

announces the end of history, there will be no 

slow change. It will be instantaneous. We will 

be changed from having bodies that perish 

into having bodies that can never perish, 

bodies that will be immortal. 

But what will our bodies be like? As we saw 

last week, our bodies will be imperishable, 

glorious, powerful and spiritual, that is a 

suitable place for God’s dwelling by his Spirit. 

That’s what we are talking about when we say 

we believe in the resurrection of the body. 

We will be transformed. 

ILLUSTRATION: WRONG CLOTHES 
Many years ago my Minister had a word with 

me about being late. I would get a lift to 

church from friends but was often not ready. 

The Minister asked to see me, and I knew I 

was in trouble. He said that being late was 

one thing, but making others late was quite 

another, and I had better sort myself out. I 

was about 20 years old at the time. Well, I did 

sort myself out and we agreed that if I wasn’t 

ready when they arrived for me that they 

would leave straight away. It worked. I got 

left behind just once more, but I felt awful 

that I had let them and my Minister and 

myself down. Imagine then how you would 

feel when the trumpet sounds and Christ 

returns and you are not ready for his coming. 

Today you have a chance to get ready. Invite 
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Jesus into your life if you haven’t done so yet. 

What are you waiting for? Don’t leave it to 

chance. 

So far we have looked at a declaration, that 

flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of 

God, and a revelation of a mystery that we 

will all be changed. Now thirdly a celebration. 

A CELEBRATION (v54-56) 
`When the perishable has been clothed with 

the imperishable, and the mortal with 

immortality, then the saying that is written 

will come true: “Death has been swallowed 

up in victory”’ (v54). 

When the resurrection has taken place the 

Scripture will have seen to have been fulfilled, 

especially Isaiah 25:8 where it says, `he will 

swallow up death for ever.’ Isaiah 25 is a song 

of praise, celebrating God’s great salvation 

culminating in the abolition of death. Paul 

goes on to quote another scripture, Hosea 

13:14 which mocks the defeat of death: 

`Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O 

death, is your sting?’ This is like a military 

leader who has been defeated or a scorpion 

whose sting has been removed. They have no 

power over us so we need not fear.  

In v56 Paul explains what he means by death 

being swallowed up in victory. If we are 

familiar with Paul’s writings, especially 

Romans and Galatians, we know that Paul 

links sin and death and the law. Here he 

teaches that what gives death its sting is sin 

because death is dependent on sin. And what 

gives sin its power is the law because the law 

reveals and condemns our sin. But Jesus died 

for our sins and pardoned us. In consequence, 

the sting of death has been removed and the 

power of death has been overcome. That’s 

why Paul can say in v57 `But thanks be to 

God! He gives us the victory through our Lord 

Jesus Christ.’ Our victory is not through 

anything or anyone other than Jesus. 

What is your attitude to death? Do you fear 

it? Many do. Of course we grieve when we 

lose those we love. But we do not grieve as 

though we have no hope. Instead we should 

rejoice in Christ’s victory over death for our 

sake.  

So far we have had a declaration, a revelation, 

a celebration, and now finally an exhortation. 

AN EXHORTATION (v58) 
So the question of this sermon is this: how 

should we live now? In the light of the coming 

day of resurrection, how will we live? Do we 

ever think on such things? Do we ever stop to 

consider our future? Not just our tomorrows 

but our eternal future? Scripture says that 

those who follow Jesus will bear his likeness. 

How does this help us if we are facing difficult 

circumstances? What does it matter in your 

everyday life? What difference does it make 

that we will have incorruptible resurrection 

bodies filled with the Spirit of God? How does 

this help us today?  

Just take a look at v58. `Therefore, my dear 

brothers, stand firm. Let nothing move you. 

Always give yourselves fully to the work of the 

Lord, because you know that your labour in 

the Lord is not in vain.’ What you do today 

stands for eternity. Through the resurrection 

of our Saviour Jesus, our lives count in the 

here and now as well as on the day of 

resurrection. So, that act of kindness in Jesus’ 

name to someone stands for eternity. That 

act of pastoral concern in Jesus’ name stands 

for eternity. That help to someone wanting to 

find out more about the faith we hold 
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because of Jesus stands for eternity. Your 

labour in the Lord is not in vain. 

Are you wondering whether or not to 

continue with Christ? Are you happy to let 

others get involved and you stand on the 

sidelines? The resurrection means we have 

hope for the future. But that means we have 

work to do today. There are many who are 

seeking truth and hope and love and peace. 

All these things are found in the risen Christ. I 

am excited about the future of this church 

because I know that you also want to work for 

the Lord and what you do counts. 

Recently I have been watching testimonies of 

Muslims who have come to faith in Christ. 

Many Muslims who have turned to Christ did 

so because of a vision or dream that they had 

of Jesus. Muslims believe in dreams and 

visions, so having a dream or vision of Jesus is 

powerful and life-changing. One former 

Imam’s daughter got sick, and however much 

he prayed nothing happened. In fact she got 

worse. A friend gave him a Bible and he read 

it. Then he asked God which is true, the Bible 

or the Quran. He put his hands on both and 

the Bible turned hot. Also he experienced a 

hand resting on his own hand as he placed it 

on the Bible. He turned to Christ and as a 

result his family turned to Christ, and found in 

Jesus love and peace and hope. Oh, and his 

daughter recovered. You will never hear it on 

the news, but in Iran thousands are turning to 

Christ and they find in him hope for today and 

hope for eternity.  

This is our Christian hope: Christ was raised 

from the dead and we too will be raised and 

changed to become like him if we have 

trusted in him. So let us stand firm in this 

hope and let us give ourselves fully to the 

Lord’s work. There is nothing more important. 

Song: To God be the glory 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ukQajO

mgDGk  

To God be the glory, great things He hath 
done, 
So loved He the world that He gave us His 
Son, 
Who yielded His life our redemption to win, 
And opened the life-gate that all may go in.  
 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, 
Let the earth hear His voice; 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, 
Let the people rejoice; 
Oh, come to the Father, through Jesus the 
Son, 
And give Him the glory; great things He hath 
done. 
 
Oh, perfect redemption, the purchase of 
blood, 
To every believer the promise of God; 
The vilest offender who truly believes, 
That moment from Jesus a pardon receives.  
 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, 
Let the earth hear His voice; 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, 
Let the people rejoice; 
Oh, come to the Father, through Jesus the 
Son, 
And give Him the glory; great things He hath 
done. 
 
Great things He hath taught us, great things 
He hath done, 
And great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son; 
But purer, and higher, and greater will be 
Our wonder, our transport when Jesus we 
see. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ukQajOmgDGk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ukQajOmgDGk
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Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, 
Let the earth hear His voice; 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, 
Let the people rejoice; 
Oh, come to the Father, through Jesus the 
Son, 
And give Him the glory; great things He hath 
done. 

Prayers of intercession 

These are responsive prayers. Each prayer will 

conclude, ’Generous God’, to which the 

response is ‘pour out your love.’  

Generous God 

pour out your love. 

Let us pray. 

God of mercy and love, we pray for all people 

in all places around the world. We pray for all 

those who worship God around the world this 

day. We pray for all those who have no faith. 

We pray for those who believe that violence 

and anger represent their religion. 

Generous God 

pour out your love. 

We pray for those who have little or nothing 

to eat, for those who are starving, who have 

no shelter, who have no friends. We pray for 

those who have everything they need in 

material terms, but who have no purpose in 

life, who never sees the need in their fellow 

creatures. Lord, open their eyes to charity 

towards others. 

Generous God 

pour out your love. 

We pray for those who lead us in faith.  We 

pray for all who lead others in worship, in 

whatever country, and whatever faith they 

follow. May all leaders, religious or otherwise, 

be guided by care for their fellow women and 

men. 

Generous God 

pour out your love. 

We pray for those who are sick, and who 

suffer, wherever they are in the world, 

whether they suffer from disease, injury, 

abuse, or neglect. Lord be with them in their 

suffering. We pray for any who suffer and 

who are known to us.  Let us each pray for 

those known to us who are in need. 

Generous God 

pour out your love. 

We pray for all who are without faith, hope or 

love. We pray for those who are sick, 

desperate or bereaved and for those who 

care for them and seek to bring them relief 

from their suffering. Give them your strength 

and courage to carry on and give them hope 

for the future.  We pray especially for all 

those known to us who are in special need of 

our prayers, and we remember them now in a 

moment of silence … 

Generous God 

pour out your love. 

We pray for those who we love and who have 

died. We remember them in our hearts and 

hope one day to meet them again, in 

whatever way God will grant us. Jesus Christ is 

the light of the world, a light which no 

darkness can quench.  We remember before 

God those who have died and light a candle 

to symbolise the light of Christ, which 

eternally shines and brings hope. You turn our 

darkness into light: in your light shall we see 

light. 
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Generous God 

pour out your love. 

Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the 

sake of your Son, our Lord and Saviour, Jesus 

Christ. Amen. 

Gathering our prayers and praises into one, 

let us say together the Lord’s Prayer.  

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your 

name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily 

bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Lead us not into 

temptation but deliver us from evil. For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. Amen.  

Song: Cornerstone  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=izrk-

erhDdk  

My hope is built on nothing less 
Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness. 
I dare not trust the sweetest frame 
But wholly trust in Jesus’ name. 
 
My hope is built on nothing less 
Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness. 
I dare not trust the sweetest frame 
But wholly trust in Jesus’ name. 
 
Christ alone, Cornerstone, 
Weak made strong in the Saviour's love, 
Through the storm He is Lord, Lord of all. 
 

When darkness seems to hide His face 
I rest on His unchanging grace. 
In every high and stormy gale 
My anchor holds within the veil 
My anchor holds within the veil. 
 
Christ alone, Cornerstone, 
Weak made strong in the Saviour's love, 
Through the storm He is Lord, Lord of all. 
 
When He shall come with trumpet sound 
Oh, may I then in Him be found, 
Dressed in His righteousness alone 
Faultless stand before the throne 
 
Christ alone, Cornerstone 
Weak made strong in the Saviour's love, 
Through the storm He is Lord, Lord of all. 
You will always be, Lord, oh, yeah. 

Closing prayer and blessing 

May the wonder of the word made flesh, the 
power of the cross, the joy of the resurrection 
and the presence of the risen and living Lord 
be with us all, now and always, Amen.   
 
And the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit, be with you and all who you 
love, all who you care for and all who you 
pray for, this day and evermore, Amen.  
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord 
In the name of Christ, Amen. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=izrk-erhDdk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=izrk-erhDdk

