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WELCOME AND NOTICES 
Church Annual Meeting 18th April 2021 
Via Zoom at 14:00 – 15:00. 
 
18th April 2021 sees our return to “in person 
services” please book your place via our 
website, www.bowthorpechurch.co.uk or via 
the church office. 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because 

it is the power of God that brings salvation to 

everyone who believes: first to the Jew, then 

to the Gentile. Romans 1: 16 

 
SONG: Resurrecting 
https://youtu.be/KwcrBEwc-Gw  
 
The head that once was crowned with thorns 
Is crowned with glory now 
The Saviour knelt to wash our feet 
Now at His feet we bow 
 
The One who wore our sin and shame 
Now robed in majesty 
The radiance of perfect love 
Now shines for all to see 
 
Your name, Your name 
Is victory 
All praise, will rise 
To Christ, our king 
 
Your name, Your name 
Is victory 
All praise, will rise 
To Christ, our king 
 
The fear that held us now gives way 
To Him who is our peace 
His final breath upon the cross 
Is now alive in me 
 

Your name, Your name 
Is victory 
All praise, will rise 
To Christ, our king 
 
Your name, Your name 
Is victory 
All praise, will rise 
To Christ, our king 
 
By Your spirit I will rise 
From the ashes of defeat 
The resurrected King, is resurrecting me 
In Your name I come alive 
To declare Your victory 
The resurrected King, is resurrecting me 
By Your spirit I will rise 
From the ashes of defeat 
The resurrected King, is resurrecting me 
In Your name I come alive 
To declare Your victory (c'mon!) 
The resurrected King, is resurrecting me 
By Your spirit I will rise 
From the ashes of defeat 
The resurrected King, is resurrecting me 
In Your name I come alive 
To declare Your victory 
The resurrected king, is resurrecting me 
 
He's resurrecting me 
Our God is good, oh 
 
The tomb where soldiers watched in vain 
Was borrowed for three days 
His body there would not remain 
Our God has robbed the grave 
Our God has robbed the grave (yes He has, 
yes He has) 
 
Your name, Your name 
Is victory 
All praise, will rise 
To Christ our king 
Your name, Your name 

http://www.bowthorpechurch.co.uk/
https://youtu.be/KwcrBEwc-Gw
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Is victory 
All praise, will rise 
To Christ our king 
 
By Your spirit I will rise 
From the ashes of defeat 
The resurrected King, is resurrecting me 
In Your name I come alive 
To declare Your victory 
The resurrected King, is resurrecting me 
By Your spirit I will rise 
From the ashes of defeat 
The resurrected King, is resurrecting me 
In Your name I come alive 
To declare Your victory 
The resurrected King, is resurrecting me 
By Your spirit I will rise 
From the ashes of defeat 
The resurrected King, is resurrecting me 
In Your name I come alive 
To declare Your victory 
The resurrected king, is resurrecting me 
The resurrected king, is resurrecting me, yeah 

 
 
OPENING PRAYER 

Lord, to whom shall we go? 
Your words are words of eternal life. 
Lord God, we come here this morning in all 
kinds of moods and from a variety of 
situations. You know what these are and what 
each of us needs to hear at this time. 
Make us ready for the word that will bring us 
life.  In the name of Jesus Christ, Amen 
 
CONFESSION 
Lord our God, in our sin we have avoided 
your call. Our love for you is like a morning 
cloud, like the dew that goes early away. 
Have mercy on us; deliver us from 
judgement; bind up our wounds and revive 
us; in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
God is slow to anger and full of compassion. 

He forgives all who humbly repent and trust 
in his Son as Saviour and Lord. 
There is therefore now no condemnation for 
those who are in Christ Jesus. Amen. 
 
OFFERTORY 
Generous God, 
creator, redeemer, sustainer, 
at your table we present this money, 
symbol of the work you have given us to do; 
use it, use us, 
in the service of your world 
to the glory of your name. 
Amen. 
 
READING: 1 Corinthians 15: 1 - 11 
The Resurrection of Christ 
15 Now, brothers and sisters, I want to 
remind you of the gospel I preached to you, 
which you received and on which you have 
taken your stand. 2 By this gospel you are 
saved, if you hold firmly to the word I 
preached to you. Otherwise, you have 
believed in vain. 
 
3 For what I received I passed on to you as of 
first importance: that Christ died for our sins 
according to the Scriptures, 4 that he was 
buried, that he was raised on the third day 
according to the Scriptures, 5 and that he 
appeared to Cephas, and then to the Twelve. 
6 After that, he appeared to more than five 
hundred of the brothers and sisters at the 
same time, most of whom are still living, 
though some have fallen asleep. 7 Then he 
appeared to James, then to all the apostles, 8 
and last of all he appeared to me also, as to 
one abnormally born. 
 
9 For I am the least of the apostles and do not 
even deserve to be called an apostle, because 
I persecuted the church of God. 10 But by the 
grace of God I am what I am, and his grace to 
me was not without effect. No, I worked 
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harder than all of them—yet not I, but the 
grace of God that was with me. 11 Whether 
then, it is I or they, this is what we preach, 
and this is what you believed 
 
SONG: I surrender all to Jesus 
https://youtu.be/nXzjLUN6Fd0  
(Casting Crowns version) 
I Surrender All (All To Jesus) 
Casting Crowns 
All to Jesus I surrender 
All to Him I freely give 
I will ever love and trust Him 
In His presence I will live 
All to Jesus I surrender 
Saviour make me wholly thine 
Let me feel Your Holy Spirit 
Truly know that You are mine 
 
All to Jesus I surrender 
All to Him I freely give 
I will ever love and trust Him 
And in His presence I will live 
I surrender all, I surrender all 
 
All to Jesus I surrender 
Lord, I give myself to thee 
Fill me with Your love and power 
Let Your blessing fall on me 
All to Jesus I surrender 
Now I feel the sacred flame 
O the joy of Your salvation 
Glory, glory, to His name 
 
All to Jesus I surrender 
All to Him I freely give 
I will ever love and trust Him 
And in His presence I will live 
I surrender all 
 
At Your feet I lay me down 
All my scars and all my crowns 
Jesus, I surrender all (I surrender all) 
No more having my own way 

No more chasing yesterday 
Jesus, I surrender all (I surrender all) 
 
All to Jesus I surrender 
All to Him, all to Him I freely give 
All to Jesus I surrender 
All to Him I freely give 
I will ever love and trust Him 
And in His presence I will live 
I surrender all, I surrender all 
No more having my own way 
No more chasing yesterday 
Jesus, I surrender all (I surrender all) 
I surrender all 
 
 
REFLECTION: Resurrection Gospel (1) 
By this gospel you are saved.  
(Mike Gibbs) 
 
However, did we motorists get around before 
satellite navigation was introduced? I was 
pondering this question the other day while 
using my trusty sat-nav to direct me to an 
address in Norwich I’d never visited before.  
And a vivid memory came flooding back of 
the days many years ago when I was a visiting 
preacher in the Wisbech circuit of the 
Methodist church and of poring over a large -
scale map of the fens,  writing out the route 
from Norwich to a chapel obscurely situated 
in a remote village in the middle of nowhere, 
and sellotaping this to the centre of the 
steering wheel. Result: instant navigation aid!  
    
The Apostle Paul had a roadmap as well.  He 
understood not only do you need to know the 
destination but, in order to get there, you 
have to take the right road. Some of the 
Christian people in Corinth had lost sight of 
this and, as a result, had compromised their 
faith with worldly desires. In his first letter, 
Paul reminds the Corinthians about a basic 
component of the gospel message: 

https://youtu.be/nXzjLUN6Fd0
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resurrection.  He made this plain in chapter 6, 
verse 14, when he wrote, “By his power God 
raised the Lord from the dead, and he will 
raise us also.”  Today, the message of the 
resurrection is important because it provides 
Christians with a clear idea of what is in store 
for those who put their hope in Jesus.  So let's 
take a closer look at Paul’s message, his 
roadmap to heaven:  
 
Verse 1: "Now, brothers and sisters, I want to 
remind you of the gospel I preached to you, 
which you received and on which you have 
taken your stand."  
 
Paul begins by characterising his message as a 
"reminder". This was not something new. In 
fact, it was the basic message that he had 
preached to them from the beginning, which 
they accepted, and on which they had taken 
their stand. The fact that Paul had to remind 
them of something so basic suggests that 
some of the Corinthians had lost sight of the 
faith that they had when they became 
Christians. After being a Christian for a while, 
someone might say, "I don't need to hear the 
basic gospel message all over again. I'm 
already a Christian." The truth is, however, 
that we can easily take for granted what we 
once took seriously; although we "know" 
something in our head, that truth may have 
lost power in our practical lives. This seems to 
be what Paul was concerned about. In Paul's 
letter to the Corinthians, we see that many 
people in the church had compromised with 
sinful desires, and all kinds of petty 
arguments and controversies were dividing 
them. Paul wanted to help them get back to 
basics.  
 
Look at verse 2: "By this gospel you are saved, 
if you hold firmly to the word I preached to 
you. Otherwise, you have believed in vain."  
 

This verse shows how seriously Paul regarded 
the problem facing the Corinthians -- it was a 
matter of salvation. By the gospel message, 
they are saved IF they hold firmly to the word. 
If they don't hold firmly to the gospel 
message, however, they have believed in 
vain. Here the phrase, "hold firmly" suggests 
that the Corinthians had loosened their grip 
on basic gospel faith over time. Probably, 
when they first took their stand as Christians 
based on the gospel message, their grip on 
basic truths was firm. But they struggled hard 
to remain in Jesus by repenting of their sins 
and resisting the temptations of this world. 
They willingly endured persecution from 
unbelieving neighbours and family members 
because of their hope in the kingdom of God. 
Over time, however, they began to relax their 
grip on the gospel. The present, visible reality 
began to obscure their resurrection hope.  
The problem with loosening one's grip on the 
gospel message is that the current of this 
world pushes us away from God. When our 
grip on the gospel is loose, there is danger of 
losing hold completely.  
The phrase, "believed in vain," shows that 
believing is not a one-time deal. To believe in 
Jesus and the gospel is a life-long activity. We 
cannot rely on the fact that we held tightly to 
the gospel several years ago.  
 
Then there are verses 3-5: “For what I 
received I passed on to you as of first 
importance: that Christ died for our sins 
according to the Scriptures, that he was 
buried, that he was raised on the third day 
according to the Scriptures, and that he 
appeared to Peter, and then to the Twelve.”  
 
Here Paul summarises the gospel message in 
its most basic form. The message contains 
two key points: first, Jesus died for our sins; 
second, Jesus was raised from the dead. 
These two components go hand-in-hand. 
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Jesus' death for our sins pays the price of our 
sins so we don't have to pay it ourselves; 
Jesus' resurrection secures the victory over 
sin and death. Paul's focus here is to 
emphasise the factual evidence of the gospel 
message. First, Jesus' death and resurrection 
both happened “according to the Scriptures.” 
What does that mean? These events were 
foretold in the Old Testament, proving that 
they were not just made up after the fact. 
Second, there were multiple eye-witnesses to 
Jesus's resurrection, beginning with Peter and 
then the other Apostles. Indeed, there were 
many witnesses of the resurrection. Look at 
verses 6 and 7: "After that, he appeared to 
more than five hundred of the brothers and 
sisters at the same time, most of whom are 
still living, though some have fallen asleep.  
Then he appeared to James, then to all the 
apostles, and last of all he appeared to me 
also, as to one abnormally born." 
 
In addition to Peter and the other Apostles, 
Jesus appeared to more than five hundred 
people at the same time, and many of them 
were still living at the time Paul wrote his 
letter to the Corinthians. Jesus also appeared 
to James, the other apostles, and, finally, to 
the Apostle Paul, who was a witness of Jesus' 
resurrection because Jesus appeared to him 
when he was an enemy of the church. In fact, 
Paul, in himself, provides us with powerful 
evidence that Jesus rose from the dead.  
 
Look at verse 9: "For I am the least of the 
apostles and do not even deserve to be called 
an apostle, because I persecuted the church of 
God." Paul calls himself "one abnormally 
born." There was a big difference between 
Paul and all the other people Jesus appeared 
to after he rose from the dead: only Paul was 
an enemy of Jesus. Paul persecuted 
Christians. He hunted them down. He threw 
them in jail. He approved of their execution. I 

once heard a preacher describe him as a 
murderous fanatic! For this reason, Paul 
admits that he doesn't deserve to be called an 
Apostle; that he is the least of the Apostles. 
How, then, did Paul become an Apostle? Look 
at verse 10: "But by the grace of God I am 
what I am, and his grace to me was not 
without effect. No, I worked harder than all of 
them—yet not I, but the grace of God that 
was with me."  
 
It was only by God's grace that Paul became 
an Apostle. Instead of condemning him as an 
enemy, Jesus appeared to Paul and called him 
to be an Apostle -- to bring the gospel to the 
Gentiles. Meeting Jesus in person had a 
profound and revolutionary impact on Paul's 
life. He was changed from a persecutor of the 
church to a powerful witness of Jesus and 
preacher of the gospel. The effect of Jesus on 
Paul's life was evident in how hard he worked 
-- he worked harder than all the other 
Apostles because he had received the most 
grace. Of the 27 books in the New Testament, 
13 or 14 are traditionally attributed to Paul. 
Taken together, the evidence of Jesus's 
resurrection from the dead is strong: the 
fulfilment of Scriptures, numerous eye-
witnesses, and Paul's changed life. Today, we 
also see evidence that Jesus has indeed risen 
from the dead. We see the effect of Jesus’ 
grace on the lives of Christians. Time and time 
again we hear clear testimonies of people 
who have been changed after a personal 
encounter with Jesus.  
The fact is that Jesus's grace is never without 
effect. Whenever anyone experiences the 
grace of God, that grace is evident in how 
people live their lives.  
 
Unfortunately, however, it seems that many 
of the Corinthians had, to some extent, 
forgotten God's grace to them. Their faith in 
Jesus became theoretical, and they forgot 
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how they were before. Paul reminded them 
of God's grace on his life so that they could 
also remember God's grace to them.  
 
Look at verse 11: 
"Whether, then, it was I or they, this is what 
we preach, and this is what you believed." The 
basic gospel message was what Paul, and the 
other Apostles, preached; it was what the 
Corinthians believed. Yet, somehow, they 
needed to be reminded of it.  
 
From this passage, we see how important it is 
to remember the essential gospel message. It 
may seem obvious that Jesus died for our sins 
and rose from the dead, but the real measure 
of our faith in this message is to look at what 
effect it has on our lives. Do we, like Paul, 
work hard for the gospel? Or have we 
loosened our grip on the gospel and become 
concerned more with the affairs of this 
world? Personally, I sometimes find it difficult 
to hold firmly to the gospel because of the 
concerns and distractions of everyday life.  
 
I am thankful, therefore, that the Apostle Paul 
took the time to remind the Corinthians of 
the gospel message. I am thankful for the 
reminder that what matters most is holding 
firmly to the basic message that we heard at 
first and on which we took our stand. Life can 
seem complicated, but the gospel message is 
simple and clear.  
 
Plainly it is this: Almighty God, against whom 
we have sinned and rebelled across the 
realms of history, could have left us to rot in 
our sins and let us head to hell at the end of 
our lives, and He would have been perfectly 
just in allowing it to be so. Yet, out of His 
sheer mercy, He chose to deliver us from our 
sins -- even though we do not deserve it in 
any way, shape, or form. This is the heart and 
foundation of what it means to be saved. It is 

all of God and we play no part in it, except to 
respond with gratitude and repentance, 
asking to be forgiven of our sins and 
surrendering our lives to Jesus. The gift of 
salvation is free and ours to receive by faith. 
He is waiting with open arms and a loving 
embrace. Don’t wait or put it off;    Jesus will 
save you and never leave or forsake you. He 
promised ... and has the scars to prove it.  
“By this gospel you are saved, if you hold 
firmly to the word I preached to you.”  May 
God help us and guide us to take the right 
road and hold firmly to this good news. 
 
In the precious and powerful name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, Amen 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Lord we pray for those who have not heard or 
have not responded to your call upon them. 
May we as your faithful servants take your 
message of resurrection and salvation out to 
those around us leading them to you. 
 
God of grace 
Hear our prayer 
 
Lord we pray for the covid situation and ask 
for the end of the pandemic. We pray for the 
vaccine situation that we do not give into 
nationalist tendencies. This will not be over 
until we are all safe. 
 
God of grace 
Hear our prayer 
 
Lord we pray for our country and for our 
political leaders. May they be open to your 
leading and wisdom and not simply follow 
their narrow party interests. 
 
God of grace 
Hear our prayer 
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Lord pray for those who hunger and lack 
shelter, both in this country and throughout 
the world. We pray for those who lack safe 
drinking water that their thirst may be 
quenched. 
 
God of grace 
Hear our prayer 
 
We prayer for your church that even though 
we cannot meet to worship you that we will 
be led to new ways to worship and praise 
your name, sharing you with those around us. 
 
God of grace 
Hear our prayer 
 
We pray for our brothers and sisters in Christ 
who suffer persecution because of their faith. 
Lord we prayer for their protection and 
fortitude. 
 
God of grace 
Hear our prayer 
 
Finally, we pray for ourselves Open wide the 
eyes of my soul that I may see good in all 
things; Grant me this day some new vision of 
thy truth; Inspire me with the spirit of joy and 
gladness; and make me the cup of strength to 
suffering souls; in the name of the strong 
Deliverer, our only Lord and Saviour, Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
SONG BEFORE COMMUNION Salvation’s tide 
(Passion) 
https://youtu.be/XhSp9uN9BMc  
 
There's no limit to your power 
There's no stopping what you plan 
You give us faith to move the mountains and 
hope to dream again 
 
We see the fires of revival 
The darkness giving way to light 
The glory of your grace advancing 
Let it burn up the night 
Let it burn up the night 
 
Let the walls come down in Jesus name 
Let the lost be found in Jesus name 
Let the church arise to shine your light to the 
world 
Shine your light 
 
Your house, forever, undivided 
All your sons and daughters one 
At the cross we are united 
Our hope is in the blood 
Our hope is in your blood 
 
Let the walls come down in Jesus name 
Let the lost be found in Jesus name 
Let the church arise to shine your light to the 
world 
Shine your light 
Open eyes to see in Jesus name 
Let the city sing in Jesus name 
Let the church arise to shine your light to the 
world 
Shine your light 

https://youtu.be/XhSp9uN9BMc
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Salvations tide is rising 
As all your people seek your face 
Your life a river flowing 
To wash our sin and shame away 
Salvations tide is rising 
As all your people seek your face 
Your life a river flowing 
To wash our sin and shame away 
Salvations tide is rising 
As all your people seek your face 
Your life a river flowing 
To wash our sin and shame away 
 
Let the walls come down in Jesus name 
Let the lost be found in Jesus name 
Let the church arise to shine your light to the 
world 
Shine your light 
Open eyes to see in Jesus name 
Let the city sing in Jesus name 
Let the church arise to shine your light to the 
world 
Shine your light 
 
Salvations tide is rising 
As all your people seek your face 
Your life a river flowing 
To wash our sin and shame away 
Wash it away 
In Jesus name 
In Jesus name 

 

THE PEACE 
Let the peace of heart that comes from Christ 
be always present in your hearts and lives, for 
this is your responsibility and privilege as 
members of his body (Colossians 3:15).  
 
The peace of the Lord will always with you. 
And also with you.  
Let us offer one another a sign of peace.  
 
 

THE ACT OF BREAKING BREAD 
When we share the cup of the Lord and break 
bread together, we express our common 
participation in the benefits of Jesus' death 
for us. Therefore, we should examine 
ourselves before we eat the bread and drink 
the cup, confessing our sins to God, 
acknowledging the need to care for one 
another, and renewing our trust in the 
sacrifice of the Lord Jesus. As we prepare to 
gather around the Lords table let us take a 
few moments of silence to clear our hearts 
and our minds and remember why we do this. 
 
We come to this table not because we must, 
but because we may. We come not because 
we are strong, but because we are weak. We 
come not because we have perfect faith, but 
because we have questions and even doubts. 
But we come nonetheless because Jesus 
invites us to come and we will never be 
turned away. 
 
The apostle Paul tells us of the institution of 
the Lord’s Supper:  
For I received from the Lord what I also 
passed on to you:  
The Lord Jesus on the night he was betrayed, 
took bread, and when he had given thanks, he 
broke it and said, ‘This is my body which is for 
you; do this in remembrance of me.’ 
 
In the same way, after supper he took the 
cup, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in 
my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.’  
For whenever you eat this bread and drink 
this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until 
he comes.  
(1 Corinthians 11: 23–26) 
 
The Body of Christ broken for you. 
 
The Blood of Christ shed for you. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Shall we say together the prayer after 
communion. 
 
Gracious God, we praise you for what you 
have given and for what you have promised 
us here. 
You have made us one with all your people 
in heaven and on earth. You have fed us with 
the bread of life and renewed us for your 
service. Now we give ourselves to you; and 
ask that our daily living may be part of the 
life of your kingdom, and that our love may 
be your love reaching out into the life of the 
world, may we be a channel for your 
resurrection power into this world; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
CLOSING SONG: Waymaker (Leeland) 
https://youtu.be/1kBvpS3z9Qo  
Way Maker (Leeland) 
 
You are here 
Moving in our midst 
I worship You 
I worship You 
 
You are here 
Working in this place 
I worship You 
I worship You 
 
And You are 
Way maker, miracle worker 
Promise keeper, light in the darkness 
My God, that is who You are 
 
And You are 
Way maker, miracle worker 
Promise keeper, light in the darkness 
My God, that is who You are 
 
You are here 
Turning lives around 

I worship You 
I worship You 
 
You are here 
And You're healing every heart 
I worship You 
I worship You 
And You are 
 
Way maker, miracle worker 
Promise keeper, light in the darkness 
My God, that is who You are 
And You are 
Way maker, miracle worker 
Promise keeper, light in the darkness 
My God, that is who You are 
 
And that is who You are 
(That is who You are), yeah 
That is who You are 
(That is who You are), yeah-eh-ay 
 
Even when I don't see it, You're workin' 
Even when I don't feel it, You're workin' 
You never stop, You never stop workin' 
You never stop, Jesus You are 
 
Way maker, miracle worker 
Promise keeper, light in the darkness 
My God, that is who You are 
(I know, I know You are) 
 
Way maker, miracle worker 
Promise keeper, light in the darkness 
My God, that is who You are 
Yeah, that is who You are 
(That is who You are) 
That is who You are 
(That is who You are) 
Jesus, that is who You are 
 
  

https://youtu.be/1kBvpS3z9Qo
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CLOSING PRAYER AND BLESSING 
The love of the Lord Jesus draw you to 
himself; the power of the Lord Jesus 
strengthen you in his service; the joy of the 
Lord Jesus fill your hearts; and the blessing of 
God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with 
you always.  Amen. 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 
In the name of Christ.  Amen. 


