
 27th June 2021 
Open your eyes 
2 Kings 6: 8 -23 

WELCOME AND NOTICES 
10am Tuesday 29 June: Church Council 
morning together. 
7.30pm Tuesday 29 June: Prayer evening in 
the Ruin. 
10am Tuesday 20 July: Hope Café meeting 
(rearranged – was 6 July).  
 
CALL TO WORSHIP: Open my eyes that I 
may see wonderful things in your 
law…Turn my eyes away from worthless 
things; preserve my life according to your 
word’ (Psalm 119:18,37). 
 
SONG: OPEN THE EYES OF MY HEART  
https://youtu.be/wutmEjdbedE  
Open the eyes of my heart, Lord,  
Open the eyes of my heart. 
I want to see You, I want to see You. 
(Repeat) 

To see You high and lifted up,     
shining in the light of Your glory. 
Pour out Your power and love,  
as we sing holy, holy, holy. 

Open the eyes of my heart, Lord,  
Open the eyes of my heart. 
I want to see You, I want to see You. 
(Repeat) 

To see You high and lifted up,     
shining in the light of Your glory. 
Pour out Your power and love,  
as we sing holy, holy, holy. 
(Repeat)  

Holy, holy, holy,  
Holy, holy, holy, 
Holy, holy, holy, I want to see You. 
(Repeat) 

To see You high and lifted up,     
shining in the light of Your glory. 
Pour out Your power and love,  
as we sing holy, holy, holy. 
(Repeat)  
 

OPENING PRAYER & CONFESSION 
God our Father, we have gathered 
together to turn to you as your people 
have gathered before. With Christians over 
the centuries and across the world, with all 
your people of all places and all times, we 
have come. 
 
We come in hope and expectation that we 
shall find you here in this place and among 
your people, as the Scriptures are read and 
interpreted and as the music and words 
touch our spirits. 
 
We bring everything that we are, all our 
gifts and talents, all that we do well and for 
good. We bring our weakness and our 
sorrow and every way in which we fail. 
 
Lord, we turn to you and seek your 
forgiveness for all the ways in which we 
have denied your claim upon our lives and 
lived for ourselves rather than for you. 
Lord, forgive us and set us free to serve you 
wholeheartedly. 
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
The gospel is a gospel of reconciliation. 
Hear the Lord’s word to you this morning - 
`Your sins are forgiven.’ 
Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Generous God, we bring our gifts to you 
with glad and joyful hearts. Give us wisdom 
in using all you have given us, that your 
gospel may be heard and seen; for your 
glory’s sake. Amen. 
  
TIME OF SHARING 
 
READING: 2 KINGS 6:8-23 
8 Now the king of Aram was at war with 
Israel. After conferring with his officers, he 

https://youtu.be/wutmEjdbedE
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said, “I will set up my camp in such and 
such a place.”  

9 The man of God sent word to the king of 
Israel: “Beware of passing that place, 
because the Arameans are going down 
there.” 10 So the king of Israel checked on 
the place indicated by the man of God. 
Time and again Elisha warned the king, so 
that he was on his guard in such places. 

11 This enraged the king of Aram. He 
summoned his officers and demanded of 
them, “Tell me! Which of us is on the side 
of the king of Israel?” 

12 “None of us, my lord the king,” said one 
of his officers, “but Elisha, the prophet who 
is in Israel, tells the king of Israel the very 
words you speak in your bedroom.” 

13 “Go, find out where he is,” the king 
ordered, “so I can send men and capture 
him.” The report came back: “He is in 
Dothan.” 14 Then he sent horses and 
chariots and a strong force there. They 
went by night and surrounded the city. 

15 When the servant of the man of God got 
up and went out early the next morning, an 
army with horses and chariots had 
surrounded the city. “Oh no, my lord! 
What shall we do?” the servant asked. 

16 “Don’t be afraid,” the prophet 
answered. “Those who are with us are 
more than those who are with them.” 

17 And Elisha prayed, “Open his eyes, Lord, 
so that he may see.” Then the Lord opened 
the servant’s eyes, and he looked and saw 
the hills full of horses and chariots of fire 
all around Elisha. 

18 As the enemy came down toward him, 
Elisha prayed to the Lord, “Strike this army 
with blindness.” So he struck them with 
blindness, as Elisha had asked. 

19 Elisha told them, “This is not the road 
and this is not the city. Follow me, and I will 
lead you to the man you are looking for.” 
And he led them to Samaria. 

20 After they entered the city, Elisha said, 
“Lord, open the eyes of these men so they 
can see.” Then the Lord opened their eyes 
and they looked, and there they were, 
inside Samaria. 

21 When the king of Israel saw them, he 
asked Elisha, “Shall I kill them, my 
father? Shall I kill them?” 

22 “Do not kill them,” he answered. “Would 
you kill those you have captured with your 
own sword or bow? Set food and water 
before them so that they may eat and drink 
and then go back to their master.” 23 So he 
prepared a great feast for them, and after 
they had finished eating and drinking, he 
sent them away, and they returned to their 
master. So the bands from Aram stopped 
raiding Israel’s territory. 

 
This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
REFLECTION: OPEN YOUR EYES 
Having postponed the Arts festival, I was 
left asking myself what we should do this 
Sunday as what we were planning will 
transfer to when we eventually run the 
festival, whenever that is.  
 
On Tuesday morning I was in Earlham Park 
walking the dog, and I was asking the Lord 
what to do this Sunday. I sensed the Lord 
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say to me to go over to a particular bench 
where I would get my answer. I went and 
saw these words engraved on the bench. 
`Open your eyes.’ So, I have based this 
service around those words. 
 
`Open his eyes’ is something that Elisha 
prays for his servant, which we will get to 
in a moment. I am currently reading a book 
that was recommended by a colleague. It is 
called `How to lead when you don’t know 
where you are going.’ The book speaks 
about something I mentioned a few weeks 
ago – that we are in a season between 
seasons, what psychologists call a `liminal 
season.’ A liminal season is a time between 
times when you can’t go back to what was 
before. That time is over. But you are not 
yet in the season that will be, and you don’t 
know what that season will look like, hence 
the title of the book. You are in a liminal 
season.  
 
It is said that these seasons can happen for 
individuals and organisations. For example, 
when a minister moves and the church is in 
vacancy it is a liminal season, or when you 
lose your job and are looking for new 
employment, it is a liminal season. It is a 
season between seasons. We are currently 
in a liminal season because of covid. We 
cannot see the season that is coming, and 
we cannot go back to life before covid, not 
strictly speaking. Yet the author of the 
book, Susan Beaumont, contends that the 
whole of the church in the West is in a 
liminal season. She is not the only person 
to suggest this. I’ve heard this from others 
too. These major seasons come around 
every 500 years or so. The last major 
liminal season for the church was the 
Reformation. Although it can be a daunting 
time for the church, It can be an exciting 
time to be alive. The Lord is getting us 
ready for a new season, but in this in-

between season we have to wait on the 
Lord and listen carefully to his instructions. 
These liminal seasons can be frustrating 
and exhausting, discomforting and uneasy 
because what was familiar and known has 
changed. What is coming is unfamiliar and 
unknown. What we have now is the period 
inbetween.  
 
Many years ago a church leader called 
Barry Kissel came to speak to a group of 
church leaders. Barry is a prophet who had 
a vision of a church tower surrounded by 
scaffolding, and he was holding a baby. The 
baby was Jesus. The tower started to 
crumble but the scaffolding remained. He 
said that the church is going through a 
season where the structures we’ve relied 
upon will crumble and fall. But the Lord will 
still be present and will still build his 
church. God is doing a new thing among us, 
although we may not quite see it yet. 
 
Our passage this morning is all about 
seeing, about being blind and gaining sight. 
I love this passage and how the invading 
Aramean king keeps on being thwarted 
because someone keeps on seeing his 
plans and tipping off the king of Israel. The 
Aramean king’s plans are seen by Elisha, 
the prophet of God. Then there is Elisha’s 
servant whose eyes are opened to see the 
armies of the LORD. Then there are the 
captive Aramean soldiers who are blinded 
at Elisha’s request, who are taken into 
Samaria and see the compassion of the 
LORD. 
 
It’s a passage that reminds us that God 
sees everything, that he opens our eyes to 
his forgiveness, mercy and grace. It’s a 
reminder that we were once spiritually 
blind and needed to receive this sight. And 
having seen, we daily need the eyes of our 
hearts to be opened to the LORD and what 
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he is doing. This passage reminds us that 
only God can open our eyes to what he is 
doing in the world. It reminds us to not 
simply look back but to look forward and 
ask God to show us where he is at work. 
This passage is also a reminder that the one 
who is for us is far more powerful than the 
one who is against us (1 John 4:4).  
In v8-13 there are several things to notice: 
firstly in the chapter before Elisha has 
compassion on the foreigner Naaman and 
he is healed. In some ways we are not 
unlike Elisha. We may not be like the Old 
Testament prophets, but Elisha had 
compassion on Naaman, and if nothing 
else, this church is a church filled with 
people of compassion.  
 
The next thing to notice is that Elisha’s 
actions put him in personal danger (v13ff). 
The truth is that anyone who is actively 
involved in God’s work will face opposition 
at some point and even danger.  
 
We should also note that nothing escapes 
the Lord or takes him by surprise. The king 
of Aram is, at it were, in his war bunker, 
conferring with his officers, and deciding 
where they will set up camp (v8) in order 
to attack the Israelites. But also Elisha, the 
man of God, is also in his war bunker, 
listening to the Lord, who gives word of 
where the Arameans will be. Elisha passes 
word to the king of Israel and they avoid an 
ambush on many an occasion. We read in 
v10, `Time and time again Elisha warned 
the king, so that he was on his guard in 
such places.’ The Lord spoke to Elisha, and 
this was evidence to the king and the 
people that he is all powerful and all 
knowing, and is in control.  
 
As the third wave of the pandemic takes 
hold, let’s remember this truth – God is in 

control. He sees it all. Nothing surprises 
him or takes him unawares.  
 
It’s ironic that the king of Aram, hearing 
that Elisha knows the very words he speaks 
in his bedroom, then tries to sneak up on 
him, as though Elisha won’t know. It’s 
madness. Of course Elisha knew what was 
happening, for he listened to the Lord. The 
king of Aram didn’t realise that it wasn’t 
just Elisha he was dealing with but the Lord 
Almighty himself. 
 
The story then moves from v14 to spiritual 
realities. The servant of Elisha opens the 
curtains, so to speak, and saw the army of 
the king of Aram surrounding him and 
Elisha, he cries out, “Oh, my lord, what 
shall we do?” (v15). If you woke up and saw 
your home surrounded by an enemy army, 
you might say something similar. There are 
parts of the world, such as Northern 
Nigeria, where believers face such 
opposition. Christian believers there can 
find themselves surrounded by Boko 
Haram, the militant Islamic group. Many 
have died at their hands. However, Elisha’s 
servant asks the wrong question. Instead 
of asking `what shall we do?’ he should ask 
what will God do.  
 
But Elisha comforts his servant with the 
words: `Do not be afraid. Those who are 
with us are more than those who are with 
them” (v16). The servant might well have 
thought Elisha had gone mad. There were 
only two of them against a whole army. 
That’s what could be seen in the natural 
realm, but in the supernatural realm Elisha 
could see something else – a whole hillside 
full of horses and chariots of fire that 
surrounded Elisha and the servant.  
 
If we are honest this morning, it’s not 
always easy to see where God is at work or 
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where he is amassing his forces to fight in 
the spiritual realm. But Elisha prayed “O 
LORD, open his eyes so that he may see.” 
Is that not our prayer this morning? That 
we may see what the LORD is doing in our 
time, in this no-mans-land of seasons. God 
is still at work, and we are not alone 
despite it seeming like this. God is at work 
to build his kingdom and to be with us in 
times of trouble and torment. The LORD is 
at your side.  
 
We may be blind to what the future will 
look like, and we may be blind to how the 
LORD will get us there, but the LORD is not 
blind. He sees, he knows, and he is with us 
by his Word and his Spirit. Do not be afraid 
despite the strangeness of our covid times 
or the crumbling of the tower that is the 
structure of how church has operated for 
centuries.  
 
As the Aramean army came down towards 
Elisha he prayed “Strike these people with 
blindness” (v18) and that’s what 
happened. However, the word for 
blindness here is not the normal word for 
physical blindness but a word meaning 
confusion, the kind of confusion that an 
animal feels when faced with a car’s 
headlights. So the Arameans were blinded, 
and as a result were kept from recognising 
Elisha.  
 
But note what happened next. Elisha led 
the army to Samaria and into the city of 
their enemy, Israel. Then the LORD opened 
their eyes. If I had been an Aramean soldier 
I would have been terrified, because I 
would have known that being in the city of 
my enemy would have meant certain 
death. Yet instead of death, Elisha instructs 
that the Aramean army is given food and 
drink. It says Elisha set before them `a 
great feast’ (v23). That’s one way to treat 

your enemies. Rather than killing them, 
Elisha makes sure they are looked after and 
then were sent on their way. 
Subsequently, the raids on Israel stopped. 
Showing compassion and kindness meant a 
favourable outcome, and that is what God 
is like. Evil is overcome by good. 
Do you recognise the gospel message here 
in 2 Kings 6? We who were enemies of God 
have been welcomed despite our blindness 
or confusion about God. A great feast has 
been set before us as we have been 
welcomed at the king’s table. We’ve been 
shown compassion. Not only that but God 
wants to open people’s eyes to his grace. 
Yes, God is the judge but he is also the one 
who is full of compassion and grace. The 
gospel is here in the Old Testament. Let’s 
ask the Lord to open our eyes to see what 
he is doing.  
 
SONG: OPEN OUR EYES, LORD 
https://youtu.be/4XJu0mnn_b4 
Open our eyes, Lord, 
We want to see Jesus, 
To reach out and touch him, 
And say that we love him. 
Open our ears, Lord, 
And help us to listen. 
Open our eyes, Lord, 
We want to see Jesus.  
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Lord in your goodness 
Open our eyes to your ways 
 
SONG: EVERYONE NEEDS COMPASSION 
https://youtu.be/AW2LEU5v8VA  
Everyone needs compassion,  
love that’s never failing;  
let mercy fall on me 
Everyone needs forgiveness,  
the kindness of a Saviour;  
the hope of nations. 
 

https://youtu.be/4XJu0mnn_b4
https://youtu.be/AW2LEU5v8VA
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Saviour, He can move the mountains,  
My God is mighty to save,  
He is mighty to save. 
Forever, Author of salvation, 
He rose and conquered the grave,  
Jesus conquered the grave. 
    
So take me as You find me,  
all my fears and failures;  
fill my life again. 
I give my life to follow  
everything I believe in;  
now I surrender. 
 
      CHORUS  
 
Shine your light and let the whole world 
see 
We’re singing for the glory of the risen 
King, Jesus. 
Shine your light and let the whole world 
see 
We’re singing for the glory of the risen 
King. 
 
CLOSING PRAYER AND BLESSING 
Lord, open our eyes to all you are doing this 
week. Give us a vision of your glory that we 
may walk in your ways of truth and love; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
And the blessing of God Almighty, the 
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit be with 
you now and for evermore. Amen. 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 

 

 


