
Welcome to Bowthorpe Church 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 15th August 2021 



NOTICES 

Church Council meeting via Zoom, 
7.30pm, Tuesday 17 August. 
  

 



Call to worship 
`Blessed be the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 
all compassion and the God of all 
comfort, who comforts us in our 
troubles,  



so that we can comfort those in 
any trouble with the comfort we 
ourselves have received from God’ 
(2 Corinthians 1:3-4). 



Opening song: 10,000 reasons 
https://youtu.be/DXDGE_lRI0E  

https://youtu.be/DXDGE_lRI0E


Opening prayer & confession 
O Lord our God, Shepherd of our 
souls, we praise and bless your 
holy name. Grant us the grace to 
desire you with our whole heart, 
so that desiring you,  



Opening prayer & confession 
we may seek and find you, and so 
finding you, we may love you, and 
so loving you, may hate those sins 
which separate us from you, for 
the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 



Lord God, we have sinned against 
you and done evil in your sight. We 
turn away in sorrow. In your mercy 
forgive us and cleanse us. Renew a 
right spirit within us & restore to us 
the joy of your salvation; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



Assurance of pardon 
The good news is that Christ has 
died and has taken away your sin, 
even yours. Now walk in the 
freedom his forgiveness brings, for 
his glory’s sake. Amen. 

  



Offertory prayer  
Lord, we offer ourselves and all we 
have to you, for the sake of your 
kingdom. Now bless these gifts and 
our lives that we may rejoice in 
your goodness; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.  



Reading: Isaiah 40:1-11 
Comfort, comfort my people, says 
your God. 2 Speak tenderly to 
Jerusalem, and proclaim to her 
that her hard service has been 
completed,  



that her sin has been paid for, that 
she has received from the Lord’s 
hand double for all her sins. 3 A 
voice of one calling: “In the 
wilderness prepare the way for 
the Lord; make straight in the 
desert a highway for our God. 
  



4 Every valley shall be raised up, 
every mountain and hill made low; 
the rough ground shall become 
level, the rugged places a plain. 
5 And the glory of the Lord will be 
revealed, and all people will see it 
together. For the mouth of 
the Lord has spoken.” 



For the mouth of the Lord has 
spoken.”   

6 A voice says, “Cry out.” 
And I said, “What shall I cry?” “All 
people are like grass, and all their 
glory is like the flowers of the field. 
7 The grass withers and the flowers 
fall, because the breath of the Lord 



blows on them. Surely the people 
are grass. 8 The grass withers and 
the flowers fall, but the word of our 
God endures forever.” 9 You who 
bring good news to Zion, go up on a 
high mountain.  



You who bring good news to 
Jerusalem, lift up your voice with a 
shout, lift it up, do not be afraid; say 
to the towns of Judah, “Here is your 
God!”  



10 See, the Sovereign Lord comes with 
power, and he rules with a mighty 
arm. See, his reward is with him, and 
his recompense accompanies him. 
11 He tends his flock like a shepherd: 
He gathers the lambs in his arms and 
carries them close to his heart;  



he gently leads those that have 
young. 
 
 
This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God 



 
Reflection: THE REPAIR SHOP (1)  
Comfort, comfort my people 



Song for reflection:  
The Father’s Song 

https://youtu.be/efEc84ZuzQk  

https://youtu.be/efEc84ZuzQk


Prayers of intercession 
  

Lord of all mercy 
Hear our prayer 



The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, 
Hallowed be your name, 
Your kingdom come, 
Your will be done on earth as in 
heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 



Forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
But deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power and 
the glory are yours,  
now and for ever. Amen. 



Closing song: He will hold me fast 
https://youtu.be/3OOphIgGkjM  
When I fear my faith will fail,  
Christ will hold me fast; 
When the tempter would prevail,  
He will hold me fast. 
 

https://youtu.be/3OOphIgGkjM


I could never keep my hold  
through life's fearful path; 
For my love is often cold;  
He must hold me fast. 
  



He will hold me fast,  
He will hold me fast; 
For my Saviour loves me so,  
He will hold me fast.  



Those He saves are His delight,  
Christ will hold me fast; 
Precious in his holy sight,  
He will hold me fast. 
 



He'll not let my soul be lost;  
His promises shall last; 
Bought by Him at such a cost,  
He will hold me fast. 



He will hold me fast,  
He will hold me fast; 
For my Saviour loves me so,  
He will hold me fast.  



For my life He bled and died,  
Christ will hold me fast; 
Justice has been satisfied;  
He will hold me fast. 
 



Raised with Him to endless life,  
He will hold me fast 
'Till our faith is turned to sight,  
When He comes at last! 



He will hold me fast,  
He will hold me fast; 
For my Saviour loves me so,  
He will hold me fast.  



Closing prayer and blessing  
Lord, keep us in your grace that we 
may desire you more and more and 
be examples of hope and comfort to 
all we meet; for your glory’s sake. 
Amen. 
  
And the blessing of God Almighty, 



And the blessing of God Almighty, 
the Father, the Son and the Holy 
Spirit be with you and all whom 
you love, now and for ever. Amen 
  



  
Go in peace to love and serve the 
Lord. 
In the name of Christ. Amen. 



Thank you for coming today. 

See you again soon. 

 

 

 

 


