
 

SUNDAY 5TH SEPTEMBER 2021 
CAFÉ CHURCH 

THE REPAIR SHOP (4) I WILL BE WITH YOU  
ISAIAH 43:1-7 

WELCOME  
We begin a new service for the autumn, 
Café Church. We will explain things as we 
go along, but for the time being please 
don’t open anything on your tables. 

SONG: SING TO THE LORD 
Sing to the Lord with all of your heart; 
Sing of the glory that’s due to His name. 
Sing to the Lord with all of your soul, 
Join all of heaven and earth to proclaim: 
 

You are the Lord, the Saviour of all, 
God of creation, we praise You. 
We sing the songs that awaken the 
dawn, 
God of creation, we praise You. 

 
Sing to the Lord with all of your mind, 
With understanding give thanks to the 
King. 
Sing to the Lord with all of your strength, 
Living our lives as a praise offering.  
 
OPENING PRAYER 
Loving God, you are precious and we 
honour you today in our worship. We 
praise and thank you that you are with us 
today, and so we confess our sins to you. 
Lord, forgive us all our sins and draw us 
close to you, in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

OFFERTORY 
Lord, we offer to you our money, our time 
and our energy to serve you. Accept our 
offering we pray, in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

INTRODUCTION: I WILL BE WITH YOU 
 

Who likes receiving letters and parcels 
through the post? How about postcards? 

Did anyone receive a postcard this year 
from someone on holiday?  

Not so long ago sending postcards was 
common. When you went on holiday 
you’d send a postcard to friends and 
family. The postcard let them know you’d 
arrived safely and were having a good 
time.  

Not as many people send postcards as in 
the past. Today we use our phones to take 
pictures and send them via Facebook or 
WhatsApp or some other means. 
Receiving a photo from a friend can help 
us feel close to them, even if they are on 
the other side of the world.  

Christians believe that wherever we go, 
whether we are at home or on holiday far 
away, God is there. He promises to be 
with us, as we saw last week. So, what can 
that mean for us today? 

How many of you are going back to 
school? Are you apprehensive about this 
next school year? And what about those 
who’ve left school a long time ago. Maybe 
parents and grandparents are concerned 
about their child or grandchild going back 
to school, especially if it is an exam year.  

But we can have other concerns. We can 
be concerned about our health, or family, 
money, marriage, our faith and so much 
more.   

But no matter what we face, as Christians 
we know that God will be with us, 
whether we face joys or sorrows, delight 
or disaster. He says, “Do not be afraid, for 
I have redeemed you; I have called you by 
name; you are mine. When you pass 
through the waters, I will be with you… Do 
not be afraid, for I am with you”  
(Isaiah 43:1-2, 5).  
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Prayer  
Dear Lord, we thank you that you are 
found wherever we go, whether we’re 
going on holiday, or back to school or to 
hospital, or just staying at home. Help us 
to bring all our worries and concerns to 
you and know your presence with us 
every moment of every day. In Jesus’ 
name. Amen. 

SONG: `MY LIGHTHOUSE.’ 
In my wrestling, in my doubts 
In my failures, You won't walk out 
Your great love will lead me through 
You are the peace in my troubled sea 
You are the peace in my troubled sea 
 
In the silence, You won't let go 
In the questions, Your truth will hold 
Your great love will lead me through 
You are the peace in my troubled sea 
You are the peace in my troubled sea 
 
My lighthouse, my lighthouse 
Shining in the darkness, I will follow You 
My lighthouse, my lighthouse 
I will trust the promise 
You will carry me safe to shore 
Safe to shore (oh-oh-oh-oh-oh-oh) 
Safe to shore (oh-oh-oh-oh-oh-oh) 
Safe to shore 
 
I won't fear what tomorrow brings 
With each morning, I'll rise and sing 
My God's love will lead me through 
You are the peace in my troubled sea 
You are the peace in my troubled sea 
 
My lighthouse, my lighthouse 
Shining in the darkness, I will follow You 
My lighthouse, my lighthouse 
I will trust the promise 
You will carry me safe to shore 

Safe to shore (oh-oh-oh-oh-oh-oh) 
Safe to shore (oh-oh-oh-oh-oh-oh) 
Safe to shore 
 
Fire before us, You're the brightest 
You will lead us through the storms (X4) 
 
(chorus) 
 
READING: ISAIAH 43:1-7 
43 But now, this is what the Lord says— 
    he who created you, Jacob, 
    he who formed you, Israel: 
“Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; 
    I have summoned you by name; you are 
mine. 
2 When you pass through the waters, 
    I will be with you; 
and when you pass through the rivers, 
    they will not sweep over you. 
When you walk through the fire, 
    you will not be burned; 
    the flames will not set you ablaze. 
3 For I am the Lord your God, 
    the Holy One of Israel, your Savior; 
I give Egypt for your ransom, 
    Cush[a] and Seba in your stead. 
4 Since you are precious and honored in 
my sight, and because I love you, 
I will give people in exchange for you, 
    nations in exchange for your life. 
5 Do not be afraid, for I am with you; 
    I will bring your children from the east 
    and gather you from the west. 
6 I will say to the north, ‘Give them up!’ 
    and to the south, ‘Do not hold them 
back.’ Bring my sons from afar and my 
daughters from the ends of the earth— 
7 everyone who is called by my name, 
    whom I created for my glory, whom I 
formed and made.” (NIV) 

This is the Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+43%3A1-7&version=NIV#fen-NIV-18509a


 

SUNDAY 5TH SEPTEMBER 2021 
CAFÉ CHURCH 

THE REPAIR SHOP (4) I WILL BE WITH YOU  
ISAIAH 43:1-7 

ACTIVITIES AT EACH TABLE 
Simple quiz, craft jigsaw, discussion 
questions, Bible reading x2, creative 
prayer.  
 
SIMPLE QUIZ FOR KIDS 
Can you put these words in the right 
order? What Bible verse is it? 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
What does this passage say about the 
relationship between God and his people? 

What does it say about your relationship 
with God? 

What does God promise to do for his 
people in their distress? 

What promises has God given you?  

What does God say about how he sees his 
people? 

Do you think God sees you in this way? 

From where will God gather his people, 
and what might this mean for us today? 

BIBLE READING  
Choose either the NIV or Good News 
Bible version and read it slowly twice. 
Then note which words or phrases speak 
to you.  
43 But now, this is what the Lord says— 
    he who created you, Jacob, 
    he who formed you, Israel: 
“Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; 
    I have summoned you by name; you are 
mine. 
2 When you pass through the waters, 
    I will be with you; and when you pass 
through the rivers, they will not sweep 
over you. When you walk through the fire, 
    you will not be burned; the flames will 

not set you ablaze. 
3 For I am the Lord your God, 
    the Holy One of Israel, your Saviour; 
I give Egypt for your ransom, 
    Cush and Seba in your stead. 
4 Since you are precious and honoured in 
my sight, and because I love you, 
I will give people in exchange for you, 
    nations in exchange for your life. 
5 Do not be afraid, for I am with you; 
    I will bring your children from the east 
    and gather you from the west. 
6 I will say to the north, ‘Give them up!’ 
    and to the south, ‘Do not hold them 
back.’ Bring my sons from afar and my 
daughters from the ends of the earth— 
7 everyone who is called by my name, 
    whom I created for my glory, 
    whom I formed and made.” 
(New International Version) 

43 Israel, the Lord who created you says, 
“Do not be afraid—I will save you. I have 
called you by name—you are mine. 
2 When you pass through deep waters, I 
will be with you; your troubles will not 
overwhelm you. When you pass through 
fire, you will not be burned; the hard trials 
that come will not hurt you. 3 For I am 
the Lord your God, the holy God of Israel, 
who saves you. I will give up Egypt to set 
you free; I will give up Ethiopia and Seba. 
4 I will give up whole nations to save your 
life, because you are precious to me and 
because I love you and give you honour. 
5 Do not be afraid—I am with you! “From 
the distant east and the farthest west I 
will bring your people home. 6 I will tell 
the north to let them go and the south not 
to hold them back. Let my people return 
from distant lands, from every part of the 
world. 7 They are my own people, and I 
created them to bring me glory.” 
(Good News Version) 
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CREATIVE WAYS TO PRAY 
YOUR OWN WORDS 
Pray to the Lord by writing your own 
prayers. Use your own words to express 
your prayer. They can be words of 
adoration, confession, thanksgiving or 
intercession. What matters is that you 
pray honestly and openly to the Lord. 
Maybe you could write a letter to God 
instead, and use it to say what’s on your 
mind.   

THE PRAYERS OF OTHERS 
Pray to the Lord by choosing a prayer 
from one of those on the table. Reflect 
that others have prayed this prayer and 
you are part of the communion of saints, a 
fellowship of believers in the Lord Jesus 
stretching back 2,000 years. Reflect on 
what circumstances might have led them 
to pray this prayer. Are you facing 
something similar? Use the prayer to draw 
close to God. 

THROUGH BREATHING 
Pray to the Lord using your breathing. Sit 
in a comfortable position. Begin by 
slowing down your breathing. To do this, 
inhale slowly through your nose, counting 
to four. Hold your breath, again counting 
to 4. Slowly exhale through your mouth as 
you count to 4. Finally, wait for 4 until you 
begin the process again. You will find your 
breathing slows after a couple of minutes.  
 
Now use your breathing to pray. As you 
inhale pray for the filling of the Holy Spirit. 
As you exhale confess your sins. 
 
SONG: DO NOT BE AFRAID 
Do not be afraid,  
for I have redeemed you.  
I have called you by your name;  
You are Mine. 

When you walk through the waters  
I'll be with you; 
You will never sink beneath the waves. 
 
Do not be afraid… 
 
When the fire is burning all around you, 
You will never be consumed by the flames. 
 
Do not be afraid… 
 
When the fear of loneliness is looming, 
Then remember I am at your side. 
 
Do not be afraid… 
 
When you dwell in the exile of the 
stranger, 
Remember you are precious in My eyes. 
 
Do not be afraid… 
 
You are Mine, O My child; I am your 
Father, 
And I love you with a perfect love. 
 
CLOSING PRAYER AND BLESSING 
Loving God, we thank you that you 
promise to be with us in good times and 
bad, when all is well and when things are 
not so good. Thank you for your presence 
now and always. Amen. 

And the blessing of God Almighty, the 
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit be with 
us now and always. Amen. 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ. Amen.  


