EASTER 4 /7_>
Christ the Creator — Luke 8:22-25

26t April 2026 Bowihorpe

PRE SERVICE SONG:

Better is one day

Better is one day in your courts Lord,

Thank a thousand somewhere else.

Better to be resting in your dwelling place

Than be striving by myself.

And | would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of the Lord
Than to dwell in the tents of the wicked.

Better is one day in your courts Lord,

Than a thousand somewhere else.

WELCOME AND CALL TO WORSHIP:

‘The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For in him all things
were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or
powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him and for him. He is
before all things, and in him all things hold together’ (Colossians 1:15-17).

SONGS:

King of Kings, Lord of Lords

King of Kings, Lord of Lords,

Lion of Judah word of God (Repeat)

And here He comes the King of glory comes
In righteousness He comes to judge the earth
And here He comes the King of glory comes
With Justice He’ll rule the earth.

Who breaks the power of sin and darkness?
Who breaks the power of sin and darkness?
Whose love is mighty and so much stronger?
The King of glory, the King above all kings

Who shakes the whole earth with holy thunder?
And leaves us breathless in awe and wonder?
The King of glory, the King above all kings

This is amazing grace

This is unfailing love

That You would take my place
That You would bear my cross
You laid down Your life

That | would be set free

Oh, Jesus, | sing for

All that You've done for me
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Who brings our chaos back into order?
Who makes the orphans a son and daughter?
The King of glory, the King of glory

Who rules the nations with truth and justice
Shines like the sun in all of its brilliance
The King of glory, the King above all kings

This is amazing grace

This is unfailing love

That You would take my place
That You would bear my cross
You laid down Your life

That | would be set free

Oh, Jesus, | sing for

All that You've done for me

Worthy is the Lamb who was slain

Worthy is the King who conquered the grave
Worthy is the Lamb who was slain

Worthy is the King who conquered the grave
Worthy is the Lamb who was slain

Worthy is the King who conquered the grave
Worthy is the Lamb who was slain

Worthy, worthy, worthy

This is amazing grace

This is unfailing love

That You would take my place
That You would bear my cross
You laid down Your life

That | would be set free

Oh, Jesus, | sing for

All that You've done for me

All that You've done for me

Hide me now

Hide me now

Under Your wings

Cover me

Within Your mighty hand

When the oceans rise and thunders roar
| will soar with You above the storm
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Father, You are King over the flood
| will be still, know You are God

Find rest, my soul

In Christ alone

Know His power

In quietness and trust

When the oceans rise and thunders roar
| will soar with You above the storm
Father, You are king over the flood

| will be still, know You are God

When the oceans rise and thunders roar

| will soar with You above the storm (oh, | will)
Father, You are king over the flood

And | will be still, know You are God

OPENING PRAYER

God our source and guide and goal: you have made us in your image and set us in a world
full of beauty; you dwell in unapproachable light, yet you have come among us, full of grace
and truth. You have revealed yourself in our Saviour Jesus Christ. Help us by your Spirit to
worship you in spirit and in truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

CONFESSION

The Bible tells us that all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God (Rom. 3.23). If we say
we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, God,
who is faithful and just, will forgive us our sins (1 John 1.8-9). Let us confess our sins and seek
God’s forgiveness.

Almighty God, we confess before you our own sin, the sin of the Church and the sin of the
world, in which we share. We have not loved you with our whole being; we have not loved
our neighbour as ourselves. In your mercy, forgive us when we turn to you; release us from
the burdens of the past, and remake us in your image and likeness through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
In Christ God was reconciling the world to himself (2 Cor. 5.19). Through him your sins are
forgiven. Amen. Thanks be to God.

PRAYER FOR SUNDAY CLUB
Gracious God, we pray for the children and leaders of Sunday Club. Bless their time together
that it may be a time of growth in faith for all; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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OFFERTORY SONG:

They that wait upon the Lord

They that wait upon the Lord

Shall renew their strength.

They shall mount up on wings like eagles.
They shall run and not be weary,

They shall walk and not faint.

Teach us Lord, teach us Lord to wait.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Almighty God, out of the fulness of your gifts we bring before you this bread and wine, our
gifts and our lives. Blessed be your holy name forever, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

NOTICES
e Next Sunday — fellowship lunch. Please bring a packed lunch and we will sit and eat
together.

e Hope Café —Tuesday 10 — 12

e Communion - Wednesday 10am

e Tots—Thursday 9.30 —11am

e Foodbank — Friday 10.20 - 12

e Saturday 9 May — Christian Aid Quiz

e Friday 15 & Saturday 16 May — Christian Aid collecting

e ADVANCE NOTICE — Sunday 24™ May Prayer meeting 4pm

BANNS — CHARLES AND EMMA

READING: Luke 8:22-25 — Alistair

22 One day Jesus said to his disciples, ‘Let us go over to the other side of the lake.’ So
they got into a boat and set out. 2 As they sailed, he fell asleep. A squall came down
on the lake, so that the boat was being swamped, and they were in great danger.

24The disciples went and woke him, saying, ‘Master, Master, we're going to drown!’

He got up and rebuked the wind and the raging waters; the storm subsided, and all
was calm. 2> 'Where is your faith?' he asked his disciples.

In fear and amazement, they asked one another, ‘Who is this? He commands even
the winds and the water, and they obey him.’

This is the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God
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REFLECTION: CHRIST THE CREATOR

Have you ever been at sea during a storm? If so, you will know the power of the wind and
waves. Even though the Sea of Galilee is only five miles wide and thirteen miles long, it can
suffer violent changes in weather. It is dangerous because it is over 600 feet below sea level.
It is surrounded by mountains with deep ravines which funnel winds onto the lake without
warning. These winds are strengthened by the depth of the lake and the thermal build up in
the low valleys that suck cold air downwards and with great force. One minute you can be on
still waters, the next moment a gale threatens to sink your boat. And that is what happened
to Jesus and the disciples.

Jesus had spent time travelling from town to village, proclaiming the good news of the
kingdom of God (8:1). The twelve apostles were with him. On this day Jesus said to them, “Let
us go over to the other side of the lake” (v22). Why did Jesus say this? Was it that he wanted
to proclaim the good news of the kingdom of God elsewhere? Possibly. | think there’s a
deeper reason. | think Jesus wanted to teach his disciples about who he was and to stretch
their faith in him.

Luke tells us that a squall came down and endangered the lives of all aboard. These
experienced sailors were terrified. So, they woke Jesus, who amazingly was still asleep, and
cried out, “Master, Master, we’re going to drown!” (v24). The disciples didn’t realise at the
time but this violent storm was a divinely appointed moment to teach them about who Jesus
is and his power in their lives. Without the storms of life, without difficulties, stresses and
failures, we will never grow in faith. | know that for me and for you these past few months
has been a bit like being in a storm. Perhaps such a storm is currently raging in your own life,
the storm of ill health, or the waves of family or relationship problems, or you are drowning
in debt. In the midst of the storm, God is not unaware of your problems. Storms are part of
what God uses to help us to grow in faith. God can help you in such times. Just as the storm
was necessary for the disciples’ growth in faith, so life’s storms are necessary for us to grow
in faith.

Buffeted by the storm and with water cascading into the boat, where was Jesus? Jesus was
asleep in the back of the boat, no doubt exhausted from his ministry to the crowds that had
followed them. Jesus is like you and me — as a human being he got tired and needed to sleep.
Jesus was fully human.

It's ironic that the storm didn’t wake Jesus but the unbelief of the disciples did. Luke simply
tells us, "He got up and rebuked the wind and the raging waters; the storm subsided, and all
was calm (v24b). The one who said “Let there be light” (Genesis 1:3) now spoke to the wind
and waves and brought calm out of chaos. Jesus was fully human, but he was also divine.

“Where is your faith?” Jesus asked his disciples. Their response was “Who is this? He
commands even the winds and the water, and they obey him” (v25b) If you are here today
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wondering who Jesus is, or are struggling in your faith, then there are three encouragements
for you today:

a. The first encouragement for you today is that having a small amount of faith is infinitely
better than having no faith. “Who is this?” the disciples asked. God invites us to believe
that Jesus is his Son, and in so doing we have life in Jesus’ name, eternal life that can never
be removed. He not only invites us to believe but he commands us to believe. 1 John 3:23
says "And this is his command: to believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ.” Unbelief is
not only a refusal of God’s invitation but is also a defiance of God’s command. John 3:18
says, ‘'Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands
condemned already because they have not believed in the name of God’s one and only
Son.” Unbelief puts you on a collision course with God. So, even a little faith is far better
than no faith. Our faith is that Jesus is the Creator and Saviour of the world.

b. The second encouragement is that if you only have a little faith, it can grow, just as
exercising our muscles enables them to grow. God gives more faith to those who use what
little faith they already have. Heidi Baker is a church leader in Mozambique, whom the
Lord commanded her to pray for those who are blind. So, she prayed and nothing
happened. Undaunted she continued. When nothing happened to the thirty-ninth person,
she questioned whether she had heard the Lord correctly. He encouraged her to continue.
The next person she prayed for had their sight restored. The Lord was helping Heidi grow
in faith. Step out in faith and see it grow. Faith grows as it is exercised.

c. The third encouragement is that any amount of faith is saving faith if it is faith in the
Lord Jesus Christ. If you have only a little amount of faith in the Lord Jesus, the good news is
that your name is written in the book of life. Jesus saves all who believe in him, even if their
faith is tiny. We are not saved by the strength of our faith but by the strength of our Saviour
who commands the wind and the waves to be still. Christ can and will calm the storms inside
you because faith in him is saving faith.

Years later, Paul would write, "The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all
creation. For in him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and
invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created
through him and for him. He is before all things, and in him all things hold together’
(Colossians 1:15-17). That is who Jesus is? He is the Creator. The Lord Jesus Christ created
everything in the universe, from every atom to every star and solar system. The one who
created all things and sustains all things is the one who said, “Let us go over to the other side.”
Everything was created by him and for him.

The fact that Christ is the Creator, Sustainer, and Goal of everything brings us to this
understanding: he can meet every need we will have in this life and in the life to come because
he is Lord of all. 'Who is this Jesus?’ asked the disciples. He is Christ our Creator. Let’s put our
whole faith in him.
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PRAYERS led by Peter
And all these things we pray, along with all our prayers throughout this week, in the name of
Jesus our risen Lord. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven

Hallowed be your name

Your kingdom come

Your will be done on earth as in heaven
Give us today our daily bread

Forgive us our sins

As we forgive those who sin against us
Lead us not into temptation

But deliver us from evil

For the kingdom, the power

and the glory are yours

now and for ever. Amen.

SONG:

Indescribable

From the highest of heights to the depths of the sea
Creations revealing Your majesty

From the colours of fall to the fragrance of spring
Every creature unigue in the song that it sings

All exclaiming

Indescribable, uncontainable
You placed the stars in the sky
And You know them by name
You are amazing, God

All powerful, untameable
Awestruck, we fall to our knees
As we humbly proclaim

You are amazing, God

Who has told every lightning bolt where it should go?
Or seen heavenly storehouses laden with snow

Who imagined the sun and gives source to its light?
Yet, conceals it to bring us the coolness of night
None can fathom

Indescribable, uncontainable
You placed the stars in the sky
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And You know them by name
You are amazing, God

All powerful, untameable
Awestruck, we fall to our knees
As we humbly proclaim

You are amazing, God

Indescribable, uncontainable
You placed the stars in the sky
And You know them by name
You are amazing, God

All powerful, untameable
Awestruck, we fall to our knees
As we humbly proclaim

You are amazing, God

You are amazing, God

THE PEACE
Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to
peace (Col. 3:15).

The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also, with you.

Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

HOLY COMMUNION

As we gather at this table, we remember that Jesus was born of Mary; he lived our common
life on earth; he suffered and died for us; on the third day God raised him from the dead; and
he is always present with us through the Holy Spirit.

In his presence, and in the company of all the people of God, past, present, and to come, we

celebrate the Supper of the Lord. ‘Listen! | am standing at the door, knocking; if you hear my

voice and open the door, | will come in to you and eat with you, and you with me.’
(Revelation 3: 20)

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

We give thanks to you, O God, that from the earth you cause the grain to come for the making
of bread and that you cause the vine to yield fruit. We praise you for Christ, the bread of life
and true vine, whose body was given for us, and whose blood was poured out for us.

By your Holy Spirit sanctify us and these your gifts of bread and wine, that the bread which
we break may be the communion of the body of Christ, and the cup which we bless may be
the communion of the blood of Christ. As we share the sufferings of Christ, so give us grace
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to know the power of his resurrection, that we may be made one and evermore abide in him,
to your praise and glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

When Jesus had given thanks, he broke the bread and said: ‘Take, eat: this is my body which
is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” When Jesus had given thanks, he gave the cup to
his disciples and said: ‘Drink this, all of you; for this is my blood of the new covenant, which is
shed for you and for many, for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of me.” Amen.

The Body of Christ broken for you.
The Blood of Christ shed for you.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

God of a love stronger than death, you have given us new birth into a living hope through
the gift of your Son. God with us, like a mother you have fed us with yourself & strengthened
us for the journey ahead. Now may the love which bids us welcome at this table gather all
your children into one, in your eternal presence. Amen.

SONG:

Saviour He can move the mountains

[Chorus]

Saviour, He can move the mountains

And my God is mighty to save, He is mighty to save
Forever, Author of Salvation

He rose and conquered the grave

Jesus conquered the grave

[Verse 1]

Everyone needs compassion
A love that's never failing
Let mercy fall on me
Everyone needs forgiveness
The kindness of a Saviour
The hope of nations

[Chorus]

Saviour, He can move the mountains

And my God is mighty to save, He is mighty to save
Forever, Author of Salvation

He rose and conquered the grave

Jesus conquered the grave

[Verse 2]

So take me as You find me
All my fears and failures
Fill my life again


https://genius.com/3947950/Hillsong-worship-reuben-morgan-and-jad-gillies-mighty-to-save-live/Saviour-he-can-move-the-mountains
https://genius.com/5080593/Hillsong-worship-reuben-morgan-and-jad-gillies-mighty-to-save-live/And-my-god-is-mighty-to-save-he-is-mighty-to-save
https://genius.com/7392112/Hillsong-worship-reuben-morgan-and-jad-gillies-mighty-to-save-live/The-hope-of-nations
https://genius.com/3947950/Hillsong-worship-reuben-morgan-and-jad-gillies-mighty-to-save-live/Saviour-he-can-move-the-mountains
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| give my life to follow
Everything | believe in
Now | surrender,

[Chorus]

Saviour, He can move the mountains

My God is mighty to save, He is mighty to save
Forever, Author of Salvation

He rose and conquered the grave

Jesus conquered the grave

[Bridge]

Shine your light and let the whole world see
We're singing for the glory of the risen King, Jesus
Shine your light and let the whole world see
We're singing for the glory of the risen King

[Chorus]

Saviour, He can move the mountains

My God is mighty to save, He is mighty to save
Forever, Author of Salvation

He rose and conquered the grave

Jesus conquered the grave (REPEAT)

CLOSING PRAYER AND BLESSING

Most holy God, whose Son was willing to die so that we might live, give us that same
willingness to give our lives for your kingdom’s sake, so that others may know your great
love for them; in Jesus’ name. Amen.

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit be with you and
with all whom you love, now and for evermore. Amen.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord
In the name of Christ. Amen.



